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KATE REELY RETIRES 


A quarter-century of service to Wisconsin librarians creates ties that are 
not easily broken. When a unique personality leaves a unique position there 
is a void that will not be filled. 


Since 1921 Miss Reely has guided the book buying of Wisconsin libraries. 
Sanity of judgment and a deep understanding of the needs of the small library 
have been the foundation on which was reared a super-structure builded 
from a remarkable gift of succinct expression and illuminating characteriza- 
tion. The printed word, talks at many meetings, and the radio, have all fur- 
nished the outlet for these talents. 


The inevitable time has come when she has determined that it is wise to 
cease from sustained labor in her chosen field. Words are inadequate to ex- 
press our deep regret that this is so. Many, many words would be inadequate 
to express to her our profound gratitude for work well done, and our heart- 
felt good wishes always. 


May she long continue to enjoy the satisfaction of feeling the flow of our 
appreciation for all she has meant and done for all of us. And from the 
more leisurely planning which will now be her privilege may we often see the 
name of Mary Katharine Reely as author on the title page of book or play. 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS 


Northwestern District 
Barron, April 25 


The Northwestern Library Conference met in the main reading room of 
the Barron Public Library, with Mrs. Ruth Wieber, Ladysmith, presiding. 
Doris Pitzer, hostess librarian, introduced Mr. J. E. Hoar, high school prin- 
cipal and also Mayor of the city, who expressed words of greeting. 

Mr. A. K. Lyon, city superintendent of schools, the first speaker on the 
program, discussed School and Public library relationships, making a number 
of interesting suggestions and showing that a very satisfactory plan of co- 
operation has been worked out in Barron. 

Jennie T. Schrage, representing the Library Commission, told of the Work- 
shops and reported on the Library bills now before the Legislature. Follow- 
ing her report, Mrs. Thoni of Rice Lake talked on the Reading program of 
the Homemakers’ Clubs and the very successful way in which it has worked 
out in her county. 

The Roll Call, responded to by answers to What’s New in your Library, 
completed the morning’s program, with time allowed during the luncheon 
intermission for examination of the books on display from McClurg’s. 

The business meeting which opened the afternoon session was called to 
order by the president, Mrs. Wieber. The minutes of the 1946 meeting were 
read and accepted. 

The report of the nominating committee, as follows, was read and accepted: 

President—Mrs. .H. K. Robinson, Cumberland 

Vice-president—Lucile May, Superior 

Secretary—Doris Pitzer, Barron 

Treasurer—Stella Anderson, Ladysmith. 

A motion was made that the secretary be instructed to cast a unanimous 
ballot for the slate of officers. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The invitation from the Superior Public Library to have the 1948 meeting 
in that city was accepted, and the business session adjourned.—Juanita Walker, 
Secretary. 

Miss Reely’s talk on books, which followed, emphasized some of the speak- 
er’s favorites from the books reviewed on WHA’s Book Buyers’ Guide, among 
them April in the Branches, by Gulielma Alsop, Spring in Washington, by 
L. J. Halle, jr., Two on a Continent, by Lili Foldes, and, among novels, The 
Quarry, by Mildred Walker, and The Trees Went Forth, by Walter O'Meara. 

A round table discussion on cooperation between libraries and schools, led 
by Mrs. Robinson, Cumberland, was the main feature of the afternoon pro- 
gram. Among the points made were these: 

Country children are too shy to go the library alone; the teacher should 
go with them the first time. (Mrs. McLaughlin, Mondovi) 

It doesn’t do much good for students to come on the librarian’s invitation 
unless there is some follow-up in the school. (Mrs. Robinson) 
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In Rice Lake students come periodically with some definite purpose in 
mind (Miss Last); Journalism students have been assigned to come to the 
library to write their papers, so their coming had a purpose. (Miss Pitzer, 
Barron) 

In Eau Claire English teachers bring classes over a period of time with 
definite assignments. 

It is important to have teachers inform librarian of assignments. (Miss 
Walker, Superior) 

The County Superintendent of Barron County suggested that the library 
provide rural teachers with lists of books suitable for different grades. These 
lists would be circulated from the Superintendent’s office. Mrs. Ryder, Amery, 
speaking for Club women, emphasized reading aloud at home. Mothers 
also should be familiar with good lists, she said. 

Called on at the close of the discussion, Elizabeth Burr gave a brief im- 
promtu talk on children’s books, after which a most delightful tea, served in 
the Children’s Room, brought a successful meeting to a close.—M.K.R. 





Second Congressional 
Waupun, May 1 

Greetings were extended to the librarians and their trustees by Rev. E. T. 
DeSelms. 

Next on the program was the business meeting. Minutes of the previous 
meeting held last year at Beaver Dam were read by Mrs. Melvin Dornfeldt, 
Mayville, secretary. Motion was made, seconded and carried that the minutes 
be approved as read. Regarding the election of a secretary for the coming 
year, Miss Allie Freeman, Horicon, made the motion that Mrs. Dornfeldt 
continue for the coming year. Since there were no other nominations, the 
motion was made, seconded and carried. 

Elizabeth Burr of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission presented a 
calendar of activities which any library could use as a means for keeping 
children interested in the library all year long, instead of just once a year at 
Book Week time. 

Mrs. Luck of the Waupun school library gave a full explanation of all 
the various means of cooperation which exist between the Waupun public 
library and the high school library, including inter-library loans, book marks, 
bulletin board exchanges. 

The group then recessed until 1:30 p. m., after enjoying a luncheon at the 
Union-Congregational church. 

At the start of the afternoon session, Elizabeth Faber, Watertown, in- 
vited the group to have the meeting next year in Watertown. It was decided 
that she could elect her own program chairman. ; 

With regard to the approaching Wisconsin Centennial, Mr. E. E. Seebach, 
Milwaukee Public Library, said the time to plan is now. He suggested bibli- 
ographies be made on state and county material available, old pictures be 
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collected, getting in touch with the County chairman in order to know what 
plans are in progress, as well as makipg booklists and planning open house 
programs, etc. 

Mr. Lester of the Library Commission told the why, where and how of the 
two summer Library Workshops to be held in June at Green Lake and Eau 
Claire. 

An explanation of Federal and State bills which interest and benefit li- 
braries was given by Mrs. Billings of Clintonville. 

A discussion on the pros and cons of book clubs was gotten under way by 
means of introductory talks by Mrs. Betty Brinkman of Lomira and Mrs. 
Jeanne Dornfeldt of Mayville. 

Of interest to all were the talks given by four trustees regarding their 
duties and privileges as trustees. The speakers included Mrs. Hammond, 
Beaver Dam, Miss Rhyme, Portage, Mrs. Gormley, Watertown, and Mrs. 
Morrison, Madison. The book, The Library Trustee, was recommended for 
all board members to read as well as librarians.—Mrs. Melvin Dornfeldt, 
Secretary. 





West Central 
Galesville, May 6 


The West Central Library Conference was held at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Galesville, Tuesday, May 6. After greetings from the chairman, 
Mrs. Fred Huss, librarian at Galesville, Mrs. McCain, Galesville library trus- 
tee, spoke in explanation of. the library bills. 

The morning's session was devoted entirely to the discussion of books. 
Muriel Fuller, librarian of La Crosse Public Library, spoke on adult reading 
and Elizabeth Burr of the Library Commission staff presented some children’s 
books of the early spring. Samples of the monthly list “Outstanding Books,” 
edited by Baker & Taylor, which is used by the La Crosse Public Library 
for its patrons, were distributed. Miss Fuller talked about some of the out- 
standing books on the list—books that every library would find important for 
its readers. She brought along a display of many of the titles which were 
passed through the audience for examination. Picture books for the youngest 
boys and girls, books for the middle ages and books for older boys and girls, 
were the age groups that Miss Burr used to discuss some of the best of the 
early spring books. 

During the recess before lunch the visiting librarians and trustees took ad- 
vantage of the McClurg book exhibit to examine the new books that Mr. 
Carter was displaying. 

After luncheon, served in the First Presbyterian church dining room, the 
group enjoyed two vocal selections by Vernon Bell. 

Library Workshops were discussed by Katharine Middleton, representing 
the Library Commission. 

Miss Mauree Applegate, Rural Department of the State Teachers College, 
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La Crosse, delighted the conference with a talk entitled “You and I, together.” 
She discussed poetry as a creative method of expression, reading from her 
favorites as well as a few of her own poems. 

At the business meeting of the conference the minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and approved. The librarians present responded to roll 
call by expressing their opinions on the present set-up. A motion was carried 
that there be a membership fee of fifty cents for every library in the confer- 
ence, to be paid at the time of reservation for dinners, whether the libraries 
are represented at the conference meeting or not. 

Independence extended an invitation for the meeting next year. A motion 
was carried that the invitation be accepted and that Mrs. Hanson or some 
board member from Whitehall act as secretary to assist Miss Cripps, who 
will be hostess. 

The day’s program closed with a tea, served by the Ettrick Woman’s Club, 
sponsors of the Ettrick Reading Room.—E.B. 





Rock River Valley 
Beloit, May 8 


Sixty-five librarians and trustees registered at Beloit for the 1947 confer- 

ence of the Rock River Valley Library Association. Mr. Clarence Paine, direc- 
tor of Beloit College Libraries, gave the welcoming address. A panel discus- 
sion followed on Children’s Work. Elizabeth Burr, of the Wisconsin Library 
Commission, was the moderator. Mrs. E. Smith, children’s librarian, Fort 
Atkinson, spoke on summer reading clubs for juveniles; Delourise Layman, 
director of Work with Children, Kenosha, talked about Book Week; Mrs. 
Mildred Harper, librarian, Delavan, suggested methods of holding the inter- 
est of boys and girls in reading after they leave the sixth grade; Mrs. Rose 
Johnson, children’s librarian, Monroe, explained how regularly scheduled 
visits of classes to the library stimulate reading. 
After the luncheon, held at Grinnell Memorial Hall, Florence Wartenweiler, 
County Superintendent of Schools, Green County, spoke on Library Service 
in the Rural Area and explained what Green County is doing toward pro- 
moting county-wide library service. Mr. E. E. Seebach read the program 
for the Minneapolis meeting next fall and Mr. Lester spoke of the Workshops 
to be held next month. 

Mr. Frederick Wezeman, librarian, Racine, acted as moderator for the 
afternoon panel on Public Relations. Myrl Poland, cataloger, Janesville, urged 
librarians to follow business and department store policies in serving the 
public; Mae Hitchcock, librarian, Edgerton, suggested ways and means of 
contacting the public outside the library and bringing them to the library for 
reading material; Minnie Mills, reporter, Beloit Daily News, discussed the 
mechanical make-up of your copy for the newspaper and told how to ap- 
proach the newspaper editor; Elizabeth Henke, reference librarian, Beloit, 
spoke on exhibits and urged librarians to place them in downtown windows 
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where they will be seen by more people than exhibits placed in libraries 
themselves, and she told how to make posters. The meeting closed with a 
social hour. Josephine Austin and Myrl Poland of Janesville were appointed 
co-chairmen for the 1948 meeting—Frances Clark. 





Fox River Valley 
Two Rivers, May 14 


The Fox River Valley Library Association held its twenty-third annual 
meeting since its reorganization, at Two Rivers on Wednesday, May 14. 

Registration took place at the Elk’s Club during which time doughnuts 
and coffee were served. Registration included seventy-one librarians and 
trustees, representing seventeen libraries. Elizabeth Burr and Katharine 
Middleton of the Wisconsin Library Commission were present. 

The meeting was called to order by the president, Theodora Haman, of 
Two Rivers. Mr. John P. Hoffman, city manager of Two Rivers, extended a 
hearty welcome to the guests. The reading of the minutes was dispensed 
with. The financial report was read and accepted. Miss Laing gave the re- 
port of the steering committee and discuussed the State Aid bills. Miss Soren- 
son told about the Commission bill and Mrs. Billings reported on what she 
had done to get groups to write to their representatives to secure passage of 
the bills. A motion was made and carried that the Fox River Valley Library 
Association send a wire to Senator Aiken, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on 
Education, U. S. Senate, requesting him to secure passage of $48, the Public 
Library Service Demonstration bill. This action was taken upon advice of 
Ruth Shapiro, Federal Co-ordinator, Wisconsin Library Association. 

The nominating committee appointed Ruth Shepard, reference librarian 
of Green Bay, for president, and Goldie Trboyevich, children’s librarian of 
De Pere, for secretary-treasurer. The report was accepted. There being no 
further business it was moved and seconded that the business meeting be 
adjourned. The motion was carried. 

Following the business meeting Elizabeth Burr gave a report on the 
Children’s Librarians meeting that was held in Kenosha. She said that the 
exhibit “Books Across the Sea” was moving around the state and anyone 
interested in obtaining it could do so by contacting her. Miss Middleton gave 
a report on the Workshops which are to be held the first two weeks in June, 
at Green Lake and Eau Claire, respectively. Mrs. Charles Veslak brought 
greetings from the Library Commission, of which she is a newly appointed 
member. 

The rest of the morning was taken up with a panel discussion of Joseph L. 
Wheeler’s report on “Progress and Problems in Education for Librarianship.” 
Members of the panel included Alberta Seiz of Manitowoc, chairman, Natalie 
Huhn of Oshkosh, Mrs. Jane Billings of Clintonville, and Leila Janes of Fond 
du Lac. Miss Huhn discussed ways and means of getting more recruits into 
the library profession. Mrs. Billings discussed the types of Library Schools, 


July, 1947 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 109 


and the qualifications for admittance. Miss Janes told about the training that 
can be gotten outside of Library School. She said that out of twelve thousand 
libraries, six thousand operate on less than $1,000 a year. 

During the luncheon which was held at the Elk’s Club, Mr. H. P. Lind- 
sey, trustee of the Carnegie Library at Escanaba, Michigan, and district gov- 
ernor of Rotary International, talked on “The Library and the Trustee.” He 
said that the most important function of the public library is to extend 
the use of books and to supply information to readers. “Since quality of 
reading is more important than quantity, mere circulation statistics do not 
give a true index of the value of the library to the community,” Mr. Lindsay 
said. He went on further to say that the Librarian’s knowledge and ability 
qualify her as a technical advisor to the library board in formulating policies 
which are then interpreted to the public by joint cooperation between board 
and librarian. “Library trustees should analyze the facilities of libraries and 
plan for the future as well as the present use of the library,” the speaker said. 

The afternoon session featured a film forum demonstration on Latin Amer- 
ica, under the direction of Robert H. Schacht, adult program specialist from 
the university of Wisconsin Extension Division. Other members of the forum 
were Marie Barkman, Sheboygan, Leatha Hartung of Two Rivers, Marie 
Kokke of Kimberly, and Sybil Schuette of Green Bay. The title of the film 
was “The Bridge” and showed how the bridge of air will bring advantages 
of machine development of the rich South American continent to the poor 
peasant population. The group as a whole entered into the discussion of what 
South American economic policy should be and what our policy should be 
toward South America. 

Atmosphere for the film forum demonstration was created by an exhibit 
of Latin American costumes, textiles, pottery, jewelry, and original water 
colors and lithographs loaned for the occasion by three trustees of the Joseph 
Mann library board: Mrs. W. G. Dickson, Mrs. E. P. Hamilton and Mrs. A. 
Zlatnik, and by Leatha Hartung, Two Rivers, a guest on the program. 

Marie Barkman extended an invitation to the association to hold the 1948 
meeting in Sheboygan. The meeting was adjourned.—Ruth Janssen, Secretary 
for 1947 meeting. 





Wisconsin Valley 
Rhinelander, May 17 


The eleventh annual meeting of the Wisconsin Valley District Library As- 
sociation was held Saturday, May 17, 1947 at the Rhinelander Public Library. 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Erma Graeber, president, who 
introduced Mrs. Sorenson, president of the Rhinelander Woman’s Club, who 
welcomed the group in the absence of Mr. T. M. Wardell, city manager. 

Dorothea Krause, Wausau, spoke on library legislation in passage at this 
time. She reported that Bill 350A (State Aid) had been reported out of com- 
mittee, without recommendation; Bill 150A was reported out of committee 
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recommended for passage. She urged all librarians to get their lay patrons to 
—_— their representatives and prove that the people want and need State 
Aid. 

Jessie Sanford spoke for W. L. A. and Mrs. Dorothy Whittaker for A. L. A. 
Both urged all librarians to join these associations which are working for them. 

Elizabeth Burr, Madison, reported on the Children’s Section Workshop 
which was held at Kenosha. She stated that in this two day meeting it was 
possible to cover fully many subjects which could only be touched upon in 
a oné-day session. 

Katharine Middleton told about the two Workshops, one at Green Lake 
and one at Eau Claire, which will be held this summer. She urged all who 
plan on attending to get their reservations in as soon as possible. 

Aileen MacGeorge, Stevens Point, spoke on public relations. She said “Pub- 
lic relations is simply a name for our work with others. We must work to 
make closer the relation between the library and groups and individuals in 
the city. It’s the little things that count.” A publicity roll call was held with 
each town responding with some outstanding publicity it had carried on 
during the year. 

The annual business meeting was held at this time. The minutes of the last 
meeting and the treasurer’s report were read. At the suggestion of the presi- 
dent the following motions were made: 

1. That the by-laws be changed to create an executive board to include 
the president, the program chairman, appointed by the president, and after 
the first year two members to be elected, one each year, for a two year term. 
This year the two members are to be appointed by the president, one for a 
two year term, one for one year. 

2. That the secretary send an informal account of our meeting to groups 
not present and an invitation to join our group. 

Both motions were carried. 

Mrs. Romon reported the following slate of nominations: 


President—Aileen MacGeorge, Stevens Point 
Vice-president—Edna Wu, Antigo 

Secretary—Grace Hammer, Wisconsin Rapids 

Treasurer—Mrs. Lanta Landfried, Mosinee. 

The secretary was instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for the officers 
reported. 

The conference was invited by Mrs. Anita Romon to meet at Weyauwega 
next year. The invitation was accepted. 

It was moved and seconded that the secretary send notes of thanks to the 
Rhinelander library staff, the Rhinelander Woman’s Club, and the St. Augus- 
tine Guild. The motion was carried. The business meeting was adjourned. 

Luncheon was served at the St. Augustine Guild Hall at 1:00 p. m. After 
the luncheon a very interesting book talk was given by Mary K. Reely, Madi- 
son. She observed that the year had been very weak in fiction and biography, 
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but very rich in books of description and travel and also in informal biog- 
raphies, in the form of personal narratives. She reviewed and recommended 
several books of different types. 

The group then moved to the Congregational church where a delightful 
play “Meeting of the Woman’s Club, 1900” was given by the Rhinelander 
Woman's Club. After the play a tea was given by the Woman's Club, and 
the meeting was closed.—Edna Wu, Secretary. 





Devils Lake 
Baraboo, May 27 


Mrs. Henry J. Steeps of Baraboo, representing the Trustees, extended the 
welcome which opened the meeting of the Devils Lake Conference, held in 
the Community Building. 

“It’s new in our library” was the theme of the roll call which followed. In 
Adams, a Hobby Shelf is new; in Elroy, as Miss Roberts reported it, there’s 
a new janitor! Mauston reported a new desk and chair, telephone installed 
and fluorescent lighting; New Lisbon, a Webster’s Unabridged dictionary; 
Prairie du Sac, an Americana and a new electric clock; Reedsburg, a teen-age 
shelf and a new Compton’s; Sauk City, re-sanded floors; Wisconsin Dells, 
the Dictionary of American Biography paid for out of fine money; Baraboo, 
new books on small homes to meet the current demand, also books on interior 
decoration and household arts. 

Wider Horizons in Library Service was the general topic under which Miss 
Schrage and Mr. Lester presented the present library situation in Wisconsin. 
The number in the state without any direct access to any public library is 
now 820,000, Miss Schrage reported, the number having grown with the 
growth in population in the state as a whole. There is no way to meet the 
problem other than enlarging the taxing unit, she declared. Mr. Lester showed 
a very interesting and significant series of maps which he had prepared to 
present at the hearings on the State Aid Bill. These maps show that there is 
no geographical concentration so far as present county service is concerned. 
Existing county units are scattered over the state. On the other hand, there 
is very definite concentration so far as wealth and ability to pay are concerned. 

Miss Schrage also presented the subject of the two Workshops to be held 
at Green Lake and Eau Claire. 

Under the same general topic of Wider Horizons came what proved to be 
a very lively panel on the Small Library in its Public Relations, led by Mrs. 
Frances Perry, Black River Falls, with Mrs. Edward Gruber, trustee, Prairie 
du Sac, and Mrs. O. J. Allison, trustee, Baraboo, taking part. Among the 
questions raised by Mrs. Perry were: What did you do before the war; what 
changes did the war make; what are you doing now? Do you make new 
mature readers, or are your mature readers the patrons of long standing? Desk 
routines were discussed at some length. Music collections, Newspaper pub- 
licity, Outdoor bulletin boards, and Memorial shelves also came up for dis- 
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cussion. Mrs. Allison described the very successful Book Review evenings 
conducted by the Baraboo library before the war. 

Weather dictated an indoor lunch rather than an outdoor picnic at the 
lake as planned, with time afterwards for examination of the books Mrs. 
Harris of McClurg’s was showing. 

Library Service to Children and Young People was the general topic of 
the afternoon program. Again the discussion took the form of a panel, with 
Elizabeth Burr of the Commission, Marjorie Davies, Wisconsin Dells, and 
Arlene Marshall, Reedsburg, participating. Miss Burr told of the Spring Book 
Festival, which has been established with the idea of spreading emphasis on 
children’s books over the year. Miss Davies told of her summer reading plan, 
in which the contest idea is played down. Miss Marshall talked of story telling 
in connection with the summer playground. The importance of cultivating 
friendly relations with the teachers was emphasized, with suggestions for 
holding a tea, or other form of welcome in the fall. Pre-school story hours 
and holding the interest of the teen-agers were also discussed. 

Mr. Gordon Willson, superintendent of the Baraboo schools, gave a brief 
and pointed talk on the need for closer relationship between Library and 
School. By virtue of his position as city superintendent, Mr. Willson is a mem- 
ber of the Public Library Board. Why wouldn’t it be just as logical, he asked, 
to make the Librarian ex-officio member of the School Board? 

Miss Hilda Cavanaugh, school supervisor for Sauk County, spoke eloquent- 
ly on the subject of books in a child’s life. The library in the school, she said, 
is at once a Service Agency, a Teaching Agency, and a Book Center. A 
teacher cannot be a great teacher, she said, unless she knows and loves books. 

Introduced by Lelia Johnson, former High School librarian, Miss Reely 
ended the program with a review of a few of the very recent books and a 
backward glance at some of the older ones.—M.K.R. 





NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 








Philosophy and Religion 


Bilheimer, Robert S. What must the 
church do? 1947. 148p. Harper, $1. 
261 


A summing up of the conclusions to be 
drawn from the four previous volumes 
in the Interseminary series, which have 
dealt with such subjects as church unity, 
world-wide evangelism and the church’s 
relation to organized social movements. 


See Booklist 48:303 Je..1 ’47. 


Boyer, Merle W. Everyman’s adven- 
ture. 1947. 172p. Harper, $2.50. 261 


The failure of modern man’s attempt 
to meet the adventure of life without 
God is the general theme of this book, 
based on lectures delivered under the 
sponsorship of the Board of Social Mis- 
sions of the United Lutheran church. 


Metcalf, Dorry. Bringing up children. 
1947. 120p. illus. Pilot Press, $2. 
136.7 

















July, 1947 


An interesting book on child training 
from the English viewpoint. Not a neces- 
sary purchase, perhaps but for students 
of the subject or child study groups 
would provide material for comparisons. 


Reilly, William J. The twelve rules 
for straight thinking. 1947. 127p. 
Harper, $2.50. 160 


Taking his cue from procedures fol- 
lowed in scientific laboratories the auth- 
or suggests application of the same prin- 
ciples to business and personal prob- 
lems. Simple and direct in treatment. 


See Booklist 43:303 Je. 1 ’47. 


Walsh, Chad. Stop looking and listen. 
1947, 112p. Harper, $1.25. 230 


The author, a member of the faculty 
of Beloit College, writes as a former ag- 
nostic recently converted to Christianity. 
Takes a stand similar to that of Aldous 
Huxley and other recent converts, al- 
though the discussion is wholly non-sec- 
tarian. Written in colloquial language, 
and stimulating to read, whether or not 
the reader accepts all the premises. 


Social Problems 


Auer, J. Jeffrey and Ewbank, Henry 
L. Handbook for discussion lead- 
ers. 1947. 118p. Harper, $1.75. 

874 or 808.5 


Authors define the term discussion as 
used here as “a planned, but relatively 
informal occasion on which those who at- 
tend are expected to join in purposeful 
talk about a problem of common inter- 
est.” Their book is concerned with ways 
and means of conducting such discussion 
with special reference to the leaders’ 
part. 


See Booklist 43:304 Je. 1 ’47. 
Bentley, Marguerite. Wedding eti- 


quette. 1947. 3838p. illus. Winston, 
$4. 395 


A complete covering of the subject 
from engagement announcement to 
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honeymoon. Comes as an answer to a 
long-felt need. 


Davie, Maurice R. Refugees in Amer- 
ica. 1947. 453p. illus. Harper, $4.50. 
325.73 


This “report of the Committee for the 
study of recent immigration from Eur- 
ope” is based on case histories of some 
hundreds of the refugees who came here 
in the early days of the Nazi persecu- 
tions. Thorough-going and scholarly, not 
in any sense popularized, but contains 
material of general interest on adjust- 
ments and attitudes. Call to the attention 
of study-group leaders. 


McCune, Wesley. The nine young 
men. 1947, 299p. illus. Harper, 
$3.50. 347.9 


A study of the Supreme Court as at 
present constituted. “Profiles” of each of 
the nine members are interspersed among 
chapters of more general nature. The 
style is popular and the book makes easy 
reading, although at first glance the type 
page is unappealing. 


Tenebaum, Samuel. Why men hate. 
1947. 368p. Beechhurst Press, $3.50. 
301.15 


“A scholarly but readable discussion of 
man’s prejudice and bigotry through the 
ages which culminated in the terrorism 
of Nazi Germany.” (Booklist) Special 
applications are made to the negro prob- 
lem in the United States. 


See Booklist 43:304 Je. 1 ’47. 


Kraft, James Lewis. Adventure in 
jade. 1947. 81p. illus. Holt, $3. 549 


The author, head of the Kraft Foods 
Company, has made the study and col- 
lection of jade a personal hobby and has 
become an authority on the subject. In 
particular, he has pioneered in the dis- 
covery of sources of jade on this con- 
tinent. His book is devoted largely to this 
phase of the subject, with a frontispiece 
showing a number of fine examples of 
American jade. 
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Peterson, Roger Tory. Field guide to 
the birds. new ed. 1947. 290p. illus. 
Houghton, $3.50. 598 


A third edition of one of the best bird 
guides, completely revised and enlarged 
with new illustrations. 


Scott, Walter E., ed. Silent wings; a 
memorial to the passenger pigeon. 
1947. 42p. illus. Wis. Soc. for Orni- 
thology, $1. 598 


A pamphlet containing the addresses 
delivered at the dedication of a memorial 
to the passenger pigeon in Wyalusing 
State Park in the spring of 1947. Con- 
tributors include Aldo Leopold, A. W. 
Schorger and Harley H. T. Jackson; il- 
lustrations are from paintings and 
photographs, with a sketch of the monu- 
ment by H. A. Skuldt. Order from the 
editor, Mendota Beach Heights, Madison 
5, Wis. 


Fine Arts 


Carr, A. L. Practical guide to the pre- 
fabricated house. 1947. 111p. illus. 
Harper, $2.75. 728 


Some twenty manufacturers are repre- 
sented in this book with “facts and fig- 
ures” about the offerings of each, in ad- 
dition to pictures and floor plans. 


Deep-River Jim, pseud. Outdoors 
guide. 1947. 240p. illus. Didier, 
$2.50. 796 


With something in the way of an in- 
dex to serve as key, this pocket-size vol- 
ume would be a more worthwhile addition 
to the shelf of outdoor books. As it is 
would provide entertaining pick-up read- 
ing for the sportsman or camper. 


Hunt, Walter Bernard. More Ben 
Hunt whittlings. 1947. 107p. illus. 
Bruce, $2.50. 736 


Follows Ben Hunt’s whittling book 
with projects progressively more diffi- 
cult, including human figures, groups, 
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and characicatures, as well as birds and 
animals. 


Macdonald, Alexander. Design for 
angling. 1947. 148p. illus. Hough- 
ton, $3.50. 799.1 


A trout fisherman’s reminiscences of 
experiences along western mountain 
streams and in New Zealand. Not a 
necessary purchase but might provide 
enjoyable reading for other fishermen. 


Magriel, Paul, ed. Pavlova. 1947. 
77p. illus. Holt, $3.50. 
792 or 921 


A monograph, similar to those previ- 
ously published on Nijinsky and Isadora 
Duncan, commemorating Pavlova’s art in 
a series of photographs accompanied by 
articles. Expensive. 


Smith, Lawrence B. Fur or feather. 
1947. 144p. illus. Scribner, $3.75. 
799 


Subtitled “Days with dog and gun,” 
this book of reminscent sketches will in- 
terest other sportsmen. Illustrations by 
Paul Brown. 


Literature 


Berry, Erick and Best, Herbert. Writ- 
ing for children. 1947. 202p. Viking, 
$2.50. 808.3 


An approach to the subject from the 
commercial angle which young writers 
ambitious to sell their work will find 
helpful. 


See Booklist 48:248 Ap. 15 ’47. 


Eagleson, H. M. Laughing into glory. 
1947. 192p. Stewart, $2. 
818 or 828 


Another personal experience story, 
somewhat disguised but presumably 
based on the first five years of a Metho- 
dist minister’s career. As the title indi- 
cates, the emphasis is on the amusing 
episodes, though many of the stories 
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show a warm human interest. Readers of 
One foot in heaven and Papa was a 
preacher will like it. 


Selden, Elizabeth, The book of 
friendship. 1947. 496p. Houghton, 
$3. 808.1 


Anthology of poetry preceded by a 
long and rather philosophical introduc- 
tion. An extra book for larger collections. 


Von Sudorf, Fingal, pseud. Three 
white horses. 216p. Little, $2.50. 
818 or 828 


Unconventional family life, in Sweden 
and in America, is pleasantly chronicled 
by one of the daughters. 


EDITIONS 


Browning, Robert. Complete poetical 
works. c1895. 1033p. Houghton, 
$4.50. 821 


Reprint of the standard Cambridge 
edition, with new light tan binding; 
Chaucer also now available in the same 
edition. 


Thoreau, H. D. The works of Thor- 
eau; ed. by Henry Seidel Canby. 
1946. 848p. Houghton, $3. 824 


Walden and A week on the Connecticut 
and Merrimack rivers are printed in 
full, together with selections from the 
journals, poems and other writings in a 
book now added to the well-known Cam- 
bridge edition. 


History and Travel 


Atkinson, Oriana. Over at Uncle Joe’s. 
1947. 325p. illus. Bobbs, $3. 914.7 


Written in a light-hearted and often 
flippant style, this book about Russia 
may succeed better than some of the 
more solemn tomes do in giving an idea 
of what life under Soviet rule is really 
like. As the wife of Brooks Atkinson, 
N. Y. Times correspondent, the author 
spent ten months in Russia. She lived in 
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the Metropole hotel, but “kept house” 
more or less, rubbed elbows with other 
housewives in the shops and saw aspects 
of the life overlooked by others. 


See Booklist 43:344 Jl. 1 ’47. 


Barbeau, Marius. Alaska beckons. 
1947. 3438p. illus. Caxton, $4.50. 
917.98 


A rather special book suitable for 
larger librairies, on the legends and arts 
of the Alaska Indians. Decorative illus- 
trations by Arthur Price. 


Caldwell, J. B. Introducing Alaska. 
1947, 212p. illus. Putnam, $3.75. 
917.98 


Factual information presented in brief, 
convenient form, with special chapters 
on Hunting, Fishing, Travel, Homestead- 
ing, Trapping and fur farming, Pros- 
pecting and mining, Lumbering and Com- 
mercial fishing. Good print and well- 
chosen illustrations. 


Carnes, Cecil and Fred. You must go 
to Mexico down the Pan American 
highway. 1947. 130p. Ziff-Davis, $3. 

917.2 


The authors, two brothers with former 
newspaper experience who now operate 
a tourist resort outside Laredo, Texas, 
give an informal, readable account of a 
trip down the Pan American Highway 
in which information for other travelers 
is incorporated. Good photographic illus- 
trations and glossary of words and 
phrases. 


Coffin, Thristram. Missouri compro- 
mise. 1947. 315p. Little, $3. 973.9 
Study and appraisal of the Truman 

administration to date by a Washington 


journalist and newscaster. Timely mater- 
ial which will be shortly outdated. 


See Booklist 43:306 Je. 1 ’47. 


Forbes, Esther. The Boston book. 
1947. 122p. illus. Houghton, $5. 
917.44 
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Fourteen beautiful photographic illus- 
trations in color and many in black and 
white make this a handsome addition to 
the regional picture-books. 


Gunther, John. Inside U. S. A. 1947. 
979p. Harper, $5. 973 


To his three books, Inside Europe, 
Asia, and South America, the author 
now adds a book on his own country. In 
preparation for writing the book he visit- 
ed all the 48 states, interviewed outstand- 
ing figures and for each asked three 
questions: “What makes your state dis- 
tinctive? What does your state contribute 
to the life of the nation as a whole? 
Above all, who runs it?” 


See Booklist 43:307 Je. 1 ’47. 


Hard, Walter. The Connecticut. 1947. 
310p. illus. Rinehart, $3.50. 974 


“The Connecticut is not a majestic 
river. It is rather a friendly stream, 
which invites industry and elicits affec- 
tion,” says the author of this newest vol- 
ume in the Rivers of America series. 
Much New England history occurred 
along the banks of the river, and the 
book, which abounds in many well-told 
and delightful anecdotes, will be especial- 
ly appreciated by readers of New Eng- 
land background. 


See Booklist 43:344 Jl. 1 47. 


Mitchell, Dorothy. Along the Maine 
coast. 1947. 97p. illus. Whittlesey 
House, $3.50. 917.41 


The descriptive text by Dorothy 
Mitchell following an imaginary walking 
trip along the 300 miles of Maine coast- 
line is an accompaniment to the really 
superb paintings reproduced in color and 
the many smaller wash drawings by W. 
N. Wilson. An extra purchase for com- 
munities where there is strong New Eng- 
land interest. 


Richmond, Bernice. Our island light- 


house. 1947. 275p. Random, $2.50. 
917.41 
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A companion volume to Winter Harbor 
(BULLETIN, Oct. 48) telling more about 
the lighthouse off the coast of Maine 
which the author and her husband 
bought for a summer home. Covers the 
war years when the author spent con- 
siderable time there alone. 


See Booklist 43:288 My. 15 ’47. 


Roberts, Penfield. The quest for secur- 
ity, 1715-1740. 1947. 300p. illus. 
Harper, $4. 940.22 


Volume 8 of the Rise of Modern Eur- 
ope series. 


See Booklist 43:328 Je. 15 ’47. 


Steel, Byron. Let's visit our national 
parks, 1947, 224p. McBride, $2.50. 
917.3 


Factual information about all of the 
national parks and six of the large vaca- 
tion cities, with a minimum of descrip- 
tive matter, is provided in a series of 34 
planned trips. Routes by car from prin- 
cipal points are traced in detail; prices 
at hotels and motor courts are quoted. 
This is material which will need frequent 
revision, but for libraries which could af- 
ford to replace the book at need, it should 
prove a handy reference source. Maps, 
but no other illustrations. 


Speiser, E. A. The United States and 
the Near East. 1947. 263p. Harvard, 
$2.50. 956.9 


Clear and not too detailed presentation 
of the situation in the Near East (em- 
bracing Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Arabia). 
with special reference to our own re- 
sponsibility or involvment. Introduction 
by Sumner Welles. 


See Booklist 43:252 Ap. 15 ’47, 


White, William L. Report on the Ger- 
mans. 1947. 260p. Harcourt, $3. 943 


Mr. White reports briefly what he saw 
in Germany in 1939 and then, in more de- 
tail, what he saw and gathered in vari- 
ous conversations in 1946. Limited to 
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Berlin, gives no overall picture of the 
general distress. and desolation. May 
seem shallow, although there is much 
that is pertinent in the last section com- 
paring “this peace and that.” 


Biography 


Gregory, Lady. Lady Gregory’s jour- 
nals, 1916-1980; ed. by Lennox Rob- 
inson. 1947. 342p. Macmillan, $3. 

921 


A book of interest in connection with 
the Irish literary revival, more particu- 
larly with the Abbey Theatre group. A 
book for those who enjoyed J. B. Yeats’ 
Letters to his son. BULLETIN D. 46. 


Mack, Effie Mona, Mark Twain in 
Nevada. 1947. 398p. illus. Scribner, 
$5. 921 


The influence of Mark Twain’s three- 
year stay in Nevada in determining his 
bent as a writer is emphasized in this 
book by a writer who is a native of the 
state and author of a state history. 


Middleton, George. These things are 
mine. 1947. 448p. Macmillan, $5. 
921 


As the author of Broadway hits, as 
well as more serious plays, George Mid- 
dleton has had a long career in the 
theater and his autobiography will have 
considerable interest for those who have 
followed the history of the stage for the 
last three decades. In addition there is 
the political and personal interest 
through the author’s connection with the 
La Follette family. 


See Booklist 43:346 Jl. 1 ’47. 


Ojike, Mbonu. I have two countries. 
1947. 208p. John Day, $2.75. 921 


Following a book My Africa, published 
last year, the author, a native of Nigeria, 
writes of his adventures after coming to 
America. These include experiences in 
various educational institutions and on 
lecture tours throughout the country, in- 
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eluding the southern states. His pertin- 
ent comments on our racial discrimina- 
tions are timely and interesting. 


Perez, Luis. El Coyote, the rebel. 
1947. 230p. Holt, $2.75. 921 


The author, now an American citizen 
and teacher of Spanish, got his nickname 
El Coyote, while in the Mexican rebel 
army, of which he became a member at 
the age of eleven. This autobiography tells 
of his life in and out of the army and 
later experiences after coming to the 
United States, which he entered the first 
time by the simple expedient of rolling 
under a barb wire fence. Told simply, 
and with underlying humor. 


Spink, J. G. Taylor. Judge Landis and 
twenty-five years of baseball. 1947. 
806p. illus. Crowell, $3. 921 


It was a sensational scandal in base- 
ball in 1920 which led to the appointment 
of Judge Landis to the new office of 
Commissioner of Baseball and this book 
is less a personal biography than a his- 
tory of his relationship to, and influence 
on, the national game since that date. 


Fiction 


Arnold, Elliott. Blood brother. 1947. 
558p. Duell, $3. 


This story of the Apache wars of the 
1860’s and of the friendship between 
Cochise, an Apache leader, and Jeffords, 
a white man, both historical characters, 
is long but reads easily and should hold 
the interest of any reader with a taste 
for southwest history. Booklist recom- 
mends for young people. 


See Booklist 43:223, Mr. 15; 259, Ap. 
15 ’47. 


Bromfield, Louis. Kenny. 1947. 219p. 
Harper, $2. 
Three long short stories, the first the 
story of an orphaned boy who has a 


strange kinship with animals and all 
nature, who finds refuge on a farm very 
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like Mr. Bromfield’s own Pleasant Val- 
ley. The other two are stories of France 
in wartime. 


Dickens, Monica. The happy prisoner. 
1947. 312p. Lippincott, $2.75. 


The prisoner is Oliver North, whose 
amputated leg and injured heart confine 
him to a sickroom in his family home in 
Shropshire, but all the problems, quar- 
rels and celebrations in the family center 
in his room. His interest in the troubles 
of others snap him out of depression and 
help him back to normal life. Vigorous, 
often amusing, always interesting, more 
so than her previous books. 


Feikema, Feike. This is the year. 1947. 
623p. Doubleday, $3. 


This talented Minnesota author tells a 
grim story of farm life and failure, 
brought about by a stubborn refusal to 
consider better methods of handling the 
soil. Realistic and earthy in theme and 
language.Author’s first novel, The golden 
bowl, is now offered in a dollar-reprint 
edition by Grosset. 


See Booklist 43:291 My. 15 ’47. 


Giles, Barbara. The gentle bush. 1947. 
552p. Harcourt, $3.50. 


Novel giving an impressive picture of 
the old Creole plantation aristocracy of 
Louisiana, clinging to its pre-Civil war 
standards and attitudes on into the 20th 
century. With its many scenes of brutal- 
ity in treatment of both negroes and Ca- 
juns, leaves none of the old Southern 
glamour. Makes it point, but loses some 
of its early power as the story proceeds. 


See Booklist 43:291 My. 15 747. 


Graham, Shirley. There was once a 
slave. 1947. 310p. Messner, $3. 


This fictionized biography of Freder- 
ick Douglass won the award offered by 
the publisher for the best book combat- 
ing intolerance in America. Is the second 
book treating the theme this year. Ed- 
mund Fuller’s A star pointed north was 
noted in the March BULLETIN. 


See Booklist 43:271 My. 1 ’47 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


July, 1947 


Gunn, Neil. The drinking well. 1947. 
384p. Stewart, $3. 


Theme of this novel of the Scottish 
highlands is a familiar one: rural pover- 
ty resulting from the misuse of land; 
the more gifted young men leaving the 
farms for the city. But when young Iain 
Cattenach goes to Edinburgh, it is to ful- 
fill his dead mother’s ambitions for him; 
his own love is for the land. His career 
in a law office ends in what appears to 
be disgrace and he returns under a cloud. 
The way in which the situation is worked 
out provides a satisfying conclusion to a 
novel which, although long and some- 
times wordy, contains thrilling scenes of 
storm and peril as well as revealing in- 
sight into Scottish character. 


SeeBooklist 43:330 Je. 15 ’47. 


Hubbard, Margaret Ann. Flight of the 
swan. 1947. 310p. Bruce, $3. 


This story of Hans Christian Ander- 
sen’s life, sympathetically told in fiction 
form, will have an appeal for older girls 
as well as for some adult readers. 


See Booklist 43:191 F. 15 747. 


Jones, Idwal. Vermilion. 1947. 495p. 
Prentice-Hall, $3. 


Long novel covering 100 years of Cali- 
fornia history, and centering around a 
quicksilver mine and the three genera- 
tions of one family whose lives and for- 
tunes are involved in it. 


See Booklist 43.288 My. 15 ’47. 


Lee, Edna. The web of days. 1947. 
276p. Appleton, $2.75. 


This story of a northern girl who 
comes to an old southern plantation 
house shortly after the Civil war to take 
a position as governess has the haunting 
atmosphere and the dark and devious 
plot which will appeal to readers who 
liked novels like Rebecca and Dragon- 
wyck. 


See Booklist 43:310 Je. 1 ’47. 
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Leslie, Frank. There’s a spot in my 
heart. 1947. 239p. illus. Simon & S., 
$2.75. 


Although this book is called a novel on 
its title page, it belongs in the long line 
of family reminiscences which Life with 
Father set in motion. As it happens, a 
condensed magazine version had the title 
“Life with grandfather.” The setting is 
New York of the brown-stone fronts at 
the beginning of the century; the flavor 
is definitely Irish. 


Loewenstein, Hubertus, prince zu. 
The eagle and the cross. 1947. 280p. 
Macmillan, $2.75. 


This sequel to The lance of Longinus 
is another reverently-told story, carrying 
on the beginnings of Christianity, and set 
against the brilliant background of Im- 
perial Rome. 


Motley, Willard. Knock on any door. 
1947. 504p. Appleton, $3. 


The forces which go to the making of 
a criminal are affectingly presented in 
this story of Nick Romano, an altar boy 
at 12, a convicted murderer at 21. First, 
poverty strikes the family, removing the 
boy from the benign influences of church 
and wholesome environment. Discourage- 
ment at home, stupid discipline in school, 
bad company lead to the reform school, 
where brutalizing treatment finishes the 
job. Some may still say that it is a mat- 
ter of the individual, but in his summing 
up for the defense the author makes a 
powerful case. Worth calling to the at- 
tention of all those interested in juven- 
ile delinquency. 


Murphy, Edward F. Pere Antoine. 
1947. 304p. Doubleday, $2.50. 


The central character, a Spanish priest 
who, from being the most hated man in 
Louisiana, suffers a change of heart and 
becomes the most widely loved, is based 
on an historical figure. To explain this 
remarkable change in character is the 
fictional problem Father Murphy has set 
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himself. May not have the popular ap- 
peal of The scarlet lily but is a well-told 
story, with a good background of Old 
New Orleans. 


See Booklist 43:290 My. 15 ’47. 


Prouty, Olive Higgins. Home Port. 
1947. 284p. Houghton, $2.75. 


Because he considers himself unworthy 
of the acclaim which follows his sup- 
posed death from drowning, Murray Vale 
takes advantage of a situation which 
makes it possible for him to disappear. 
As the second son, Murray has always 
lived in the shadow of a brilliant older 
brother, with a resulting inferiority com- 
plex, but in two years of independence 
he learns to stand on his own feet and 
face the world. To a certain extent is a 
sequel to the author’s Lisa Vale. 


Reynolds, John Murray. The private 
life of Henry Perkins. 1947. 181p. 
Crowell, $2. 


A dream sequence in which Henry, a 
humble London porter and henpecked 
husband, always finds himself in a posi- 
tion of command, whether of a modern 
airplane or a Roman galley, alternates 
with chapters detailing his daily life and 
his little romance with Annie, the maid 
of all work. Told wth affectionate humor 
and should be enjoyed by the reader with 
a taste for English low life and charac- 
ter. 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee. Hope of 
earth. 1947. 559p. Houghton, $3. 


Bankrupt in the panic of 1837, old To- 
bias Phelps has nothing to leave his fav- 
orite younger son but the journal in 
which he had expressed his faith in 
America, and a Bible. Stephen scorns 
this ironic inheritance, but his wife, 
Amoret, takes the message to heart and 
lives it. Their story is worked out on the 
Illinois frontier, where the dream-city 
to which they had been lured turns out 
to be only waving prairie grass. Highly 
idealistic, with a background of pioneer 
reality. Somewhat long-drawn out and 
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devious toward the end, with scenes to 
which conservative readers will object. 


Short, Luke. Station west. 1947. 220p. 
Houghton, $2.50. 


With its scenes set in an army post in 
the days of the old west this book is a 
satisfying combination of western atmos- 
phere, mystery, adventure and romance. 
Ran serially in Saturday Evening Post. 


Skidmore, Hobart Douglas. Disturb 
not our dreams. 1947. 161p. Hough- 
ton, $2.50. 


The old ladies who live in the Home 
all inhabit the dream world of the men- 
tally unbalanced. To Lovely, the found- 
ling, left on their doorstep six years be- 
fore, their love and protecting care has 
been a beautiful reality. The awakening 
and near-tragedy come on the child’s 
first day of school, where she meets the 
unfeeling cruelty of other children. A 
delicately perceptive story with a happy 
ending. A Woman’s Home Companion 
serial. 


Smart, Charles Allen. Sassafras hill. 
1947. 246p. Random, $2.50. 


This first novel by the author of 
R. F. D. (BULLETIN, Mr. ’38) has the 
same southern Ohio setting and same 
general atmosphere as that book. A re- 
turned veteran, who had once had an 
ambition to be an artist, takes a job as 
handyman on a small farm in order to 
have time to paint. A mild romance de- 
velops with the attractive widowed own- 
er and the book makes pleasant if not 
exciting reading. 


See Booklist 43:310 Je. 1 ’47. 


Todd, Helen. High places. 1947. 284p. 
Lippincott, $2.75. 


A much better than average novel to 
meet the continuing interest in books 
about doctors. Against a hospital back- 
ground, it tells the related story of four 
people—two members of the staff, the 
neurotic wife of one of them, and a new- 
ly appointed medical technician. Social 
conditions in the town and the move- 
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ment for group medicine also enter in. 
See Booklist 43:348 Jl. 1 ’47. 


Wouk, Herman. Aurora Dawn. 1947. 
241p. Simon & S., $2.75. 


Delightful and highly literate satire 
on radio advertising. By deliberately 
adopting the style of the 18th century 
novelist, the author manages to satirize 
the modern novel also; at the same time 
he has created one genuine character in 
the hill-billy evangelist who meets the 
soap magnate head on and wins! 


See Booklist 43:273 My. 1 ’47. 
ANTHOLOGIES 


Bond, Raymond T., ed. Famous 
stories of code and cipher. 1947. 
342p. Rinehart, $3.50. 


Poe’s The Gold-bug and some of its 
successors by more recent writers pro- 
vide an anthology of some distinction in 
the mystery field. 


Brown, J. Hammond, ed. Outdoors 
unlimited. 1943. 343p. illus. Barnes, 
$3.50. 


An anthology of hunting and fishing 
stories reprinted from such magazines as 
Field and Stream and Outdoors. Attrac- 
tive make-up. 


Molendyk, Clara A. and Edwards, 
Benjamin C., eds. The price of 
liberty. 1947. 4382p. Harper, $1.80. 

810.8 


Anthology of stories, poems and arti- 
cles designed to be used in high schools 
in instilling ideals of world peace and in- 
ternational cooperation. 


Shaw, Harry and Davis, Ruth, eds. 
Americans one and all. 1947. 330p. 
Harper, $3.50. 

Beginning with George Papashvily’s 
first day in America, this is a book of 
selections about the people of many lands 
who have come to make homes here. 
Worth having in any library to meet 
special requests; especially good for high 
school collections. 
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Books for Children and Young People 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


Boys and Girls 


Balinska, Irena. The secret camp. 
1947. 245p. illus. Morrow, $2.50. 


Two of the boys in the gang build a 
secret camp, which is finally discovered 
by the others and a battle ensues. At 
this point in the game the maps that the 
boys have made enter into the discovery 
of real kidnappers. The book’s main im- 
portance is its simple explanation of map 
making. For budding cartographers of 
any age. 


Hosford, Dorothy. By his own might; 
the battles of Beowulf. 1947. 69p. 
illus. Holt, $2. 898 


A new version of the Beowulf epic by 
an author well known for her retelling of 
the Volsunga saga in Sons of the Vol- 
sungs. With its decorations and drawings 
by Laszlo Matulay and the clarity and 
beauty of the text, it will be a good edi- 
tion to supplement Riggs Story of Beo- 
wulf, if two editions are needed. 


See Booklist 43:312 Je. 1 ’47. 


Humphreys, Dena. The zoo book. 
1947. 39p. illus. Holt, $2. 


Delightful full page photographs of 
the zoo animals with a page of text 
about each animal that will answer the 
whys and wheres of the young zoo goer 
and enrich his visit to the zoo. Good for 
the parents’ shelf. 


Kyle, Elizabeth, pseud. Holly hotel. 
1947. 298p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


Scotland is the scene of this story of 
twelve year old Mollie and her friends, 
who become entangled in the search for 
a long lost poem. Since an antique dealer 
and a descendant of the author are both 
attempting to find it, the mystery be- 
comes involved enough to appeal to the 
5th to 7th grade readers. Written by the 
author of Disappearing island (BULLE- 
TIN, Ap. ’44). 


Nast, Elsa R., comp. Little steps. 1947. 
[32p.] illus. Grosset, bds., 50¢. 


Subtitled: Children’s poem of thanks. 
Illustrated in color and in black-and- 
white by Pelagie Doane, this collection 
of poems draws from both the new and 
old poets. Well worth the money. 


Norling, Jo. Pogo’s lamb, a story of 
wool. 1947. 45p. illus. Holt, $1.25. 


John and his dog, Pogo, during their 
summer’s visit to a sheep ranch, see all 
the processes that make wool into cloth. 
Another one of the easy reading Pogo 
series that will be well liked and useful 
for its information as well as story. 


Pyne. Mable. The little history of the 
wide world. 1947. [34p.] illus. 
Houghton, $2.50. 


Same format and treatment as The 
little history of the United States. The 
oversize pages give space for many 
thumbnail sketches in color with text in- 
terspersed. A panoramic introduction to 
world history for the 3d to 5th grader. 


Renick, Marion. Swimming fever. 
1947. 181p. illus. Scribner, $2. 


A swimming story spiced with in- 
credible adventures with the F. B. I. and 
counterfeiters, to add to the Renick sport 
books that are written for the nine and 
ten year old boys. Some factual material 
on learning to swim and racing dives. 
Condensed version appeared in Story 
Parade. Tommy carries the ball, David 
cheers the team, and Steady are more 
needed titles for a small collection. 


Reynard the Fox. Rogue Reynard, by 
Andre Norton, pseud. 1947. 96p. 
illus. Houghton, $2.50. 


Pictured in black-and-white by Laura 
Bannon and retold in the style of the 
classic Beast Saga by Alice Mary Nor- 
ton, this is a distinctive edition of the 
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stories of the trickster, Reynard the Fox. 
Not as simple to read as the Macmillan 
“Children’s Classic” edition which is out 
of print. 


See Booklist 43:335 Je. 15, ’47. 


Schoonover, Mary T. Mrs. McFinny 
and her friends. 1947. 79p. illus. 
Macmillan, $2. 


Helena Schoonover prevailed upon her 
mother to write this gentle charming 
story of Mrs. McFinny, her cat and her 
dog, and the small lad, Peter, in order 
that she might illustrate it. The result 
of their collaboration makes a good story 
to read aloud to six and seven year 
olds and for third and fourth graders to 
read themselves. 


Smither, Ethel L. Picture book of 
Palestine. 1947. 64p. illus. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, $1. 


Material on the houses, clothing, occu- 
pations, the trees and flowers, birds and 
animals, festivals and roads of Palestine, 
written and illustrated for 8 to 10 year 
olds. Will be needed by libraries for 
school supplementary use or for church 
leaders and teachers. 


See Booklist 43:313 Je. 1 ’47. 
Young People 


Electronics for 


Bendick, Jeanne. 
young people. 1947. 175p. illus. 


Whittlesey House, $2. 621.38 


A new edition of Electronics for boys 
and girls published in 1944. The publish- 
ers say, ‘New material on radar, atomic 
energy and nuclear power has made 
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necessary a revised and enlarged edi- 
tion.” 


See Booklist 43:335 Je. 15, ’47. 


Goodwin, Hal. The feathered cape. 
1947. 188p. Westminster, $2. 


Eighteen year old Jonathan Blaine, es- 
caping from impressment on a British 
man-of-war, finds himself involved in the 
battle between Kamehameha and the 
king of Oahu for a united Hawaii. Jona- 
than’s bitter hatred for war and blood- 
shed and the true historical background 
make it a title to buy for the older boy, 
who will read it for the stirring adven- 
tures. 


Stevenson, O. J. The talking wire; the 
story of Alexander Graham Bell. 
1947. 207p. illus. Messner, $2.50. 
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This biography supplements Talking 
round the earth, by Bénz, Dodd, $2. More 
detailed in biographical material of the 
inventor, the book will appeal to scien- 
tific minded older boys, interested in de- 
tails of the experiments and study that 
resulted in the telephone. 


Vinton, Iris. Flying Ebony. 1947. 
289p. illus. Dodd, $2.50. 


Jonathan and the black horse, Flying 
Ebony, patrol the south shore of Long 
Island for ships in distress before the 
day of the modern Coast Guard Service. 
Although his greatest wish has been to 
sail on a whaling vessel, Jonathan’s at- 
tachment to the horse makes him decide 
to stay ashore. A horse and boy story 
that is a good adventure tale with a dif- 
ferent scene and time. 


See Booklist 43:335 Je. 15 ’47. 








